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Sign Retroreflectivity

(Editor’s Note: This article was submitted to Virginia LTAP by the Federal Highway

Administration with a request to publish it in our latest newsletter.)

One of the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA’s) primary missions is to improve safety
on the nation’s roadways. More than 42,000 people have been killed on American roads
during each of the past eight years. While only one-quarter of all travel occurs at night, about
half of the traffic fatalities occur during nighttime hours. To address this disparity, the FHWA
has adopted new traffic sign retroreflectivity requirements that are included as Revision 2 of
the 2003 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

To comply with the new requirements, public agencies will have until January 2012 to
implement an assessment or management method that is designed to maintain traffic sign
retroreflectivity at or above the minimum levels
specified. Public agencies will have until January 2015
to replace any regulatory, warning, or post-mounted
guide (except street name) signs and until January
2018 to replace any street name signs and overhead
guide signs that are identified by the assessment or
management method as failing to meet the minimum

retroreflectivity levels.

Provided that an assessment or management method is

Public agencies have until 2018 to replace any
being used, an agency would be in compliance with the  non-compliant street name signs.

requirements of the new provisions even if there are

some individual signs that do not meet the minimum retroreflectivity levels at a particular
point in time. Instead of using one of the assessment or management methods referred to
above, agencies are also permitted to develop and use other methods based on engineering
studies. Because of the 7 -10 year compliance period that has been adopted for replacing signs
that have insufficient retroreflectivity, highway departments will be able to implement
improved sign inspection and management procedures and subsequently replace the signs in a
time frame that is consistent with the typical sign replacement cycle. Cost increases from
upgrading materials and/or processes might be offset by the long-term savings that result from
the longer life of the higher performance sheeting products.

For additional information on this rulemaking and sign retroreflectivity, please visit the FHWA
retroreflectivity web site www.fthwa.dot.gov/retro.
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Message From The LTAP Director

Virginia LTAP just completed its first full calendar year of operations at the University of
Virginia’s Center for Transportation Studies. I thought it would be appropriate to share with our
clients some of our accomplishments from January 1 — December 31, 2007.

We held 44 workshops and trained 1098 individuals in the past year. Table 1 provides a
breakdown on workshop attendance by employer category.

Participant Employer Category Number of Attendees Percent of Total
William E. Kelsh 5
Virginia LTAP Director Federal 6 6%
State (VDOT Only) 639 58.2%
State (all Other) 2 2%
Local 408 37.2%
Private Sector 42 3.8%
Other 1 1%
Totals 1098 100.0%

One of the goals we had for 2007 was to bring our workshop offerings to all areas of the state.
We offered workshops at 10 different locations all over Virginia. Table 2 provides a breakdown
on the number of workshops offered and attendance by geographic region of the state.

Geographic Region No. of Workshops No. of Attendees
Northern Virginia 10 261
Richmond/Fredericksburg 6 134
Charlottesville/Shenandoah Valley 10 273
Salem/Roanoke 6 167
Hampton Roads 8 210
Southwest Virginia 4 53

Totals 44 1098

Some Virginia LTAP workshops are enormously popular — so we offered them multiple times
throughout 2007. Table 3 provides attendance details on our 5 most sought after workshops.
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Table 3—Top 5 Most Popular
Virginia LTAP Workshops in 2007

Workshop No. of Sessions No. of Attendees
Asphalt Pavement Maintenance 5 159
Effective Technical Writing 3 87
Drainage 3 87
Winter Maintenance 2 70
Pedestrian & Bicycle Accommodation 3 68

Another goal for 2007 was to broaden our catalog of workshop offerings and recruit new faculty
to teach our courses. Accordingly, we introduced 9 new workshops in 2007:

e Engineering Economics

e Fundamentals of Concrete Placement & Finishing for Localities

e Concrete Essentials for Engineers, Inspectors, & Producers

e Traffic Engineering Studies

e Information Literacy

e  Gravel Roads Maintenance

e Trenching & Safety

e Introduction to Roundabouts

e Designing for Bicycles

Five new highly qualified instructors joined the Virginia LTAP faculty ranks in 2007: Mr.
Kenneth Winter, Mr. Lorenzo Casanova, Dr. Celik Ozyildirim, Dr. Michael Fontaine, and Dr.
Bernard Carlson.

In addition to all of the above, Virginia LTAP - in conjunction with the LTAP centers in
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, and West Virginia - hosted the 2007 Roadway Management
Conference in Charlottesville in April. This event was attended by over 260 federal, state, local,
and private sector personnel from the mid-Atlantic region. The conference featured 21 technical
sessions in a wide variety of transportation-related topics.

Looking ahead, Virginia LTAP is looking to expand our program further in 2008. So, look for
more new topics, more new instructors, and workshops at more new locations. Make sure you

remain on our mailing list by sending us updated contact information using the form on page 7.

Also check out our website \ \WWW.ltap.cts.virginia.edu periodically to keep tabs on the latest

developments in our program.

Thanks to all of our clients and partners for your interest and support for Virginia LTAP in 2007.
We look forward to serving you in 2008 and beyond.
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